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                                                                                         The Aftermath of World War II 
 

As World War II came to an end, President Franklin D. Roosevelt from the US, Prime Minister 

Winston Churchill from Great Britain, and Joseph Stalin of the Soviet Union met at the Yalta 

Conference. Here they planned for a post-World War II world. The following summarizes the 

legacy of World War II: 
 

 Human Cost: about 20 million soldiers were killed. 

 Economic Effect: economies in Europe and Japan were destroyed – the US emerged 

with a booming economy and tried to rebuild economies in Europe with the Marshall Plan 

(US gives $13 billion to boost European economies). 

 Changes in the US: millions of soldiers return to the US – the government passes the 

GI Bill (provides soldiers with money to go to school, buy homes, opens veterans 

hospitals, etc. – allows soldiers to restart their lives). 

 Nuremberg Trials: Nazi leaders placed on trial for crimes against humanity during the 

Holocaust and found guilty – verdict says that people are responsible for their actions 

even during wartime. 

 United Nations: after WWII, it is obvious that nations need to work together to keep 

world peace – the United Nations is formed to replace the failed League of Nations – 

formed in 1945, 50 nations join, including the US. 

 International Tensions: the US becomes concerned as the Soviet Union emerges as a 

world power following WWII and gains control of much of Eastern Europe – communism 

begins to spread into the countries controlled by Stalin – this fear of the spread of 

communism leads to the tensions in what becomes known as the Cold War. 
 

1. What happened at the Yalta Conference? Who attended this conference?    

                

2. How did the US try to rebuild European economies after WWII?     

                

3. What was the GI Bill?            

                

4. What did the Nuremberg Trials conclude?        

                

5. Why was the United Nations formed?         

                

6. Why did tensions develop between the US and the Soviet Union? What is this called?  
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The Cold War was a state of hostility, without direct military conflict, that developed between 

the United States and the Soviet Union after World War II.  One major reason for these tensions 

was the clash between communism and capitalism.  Following the end of the war in Europe, the 

major Allied Powers – the United States, Great Britain, and the Soviet Union – met at the Yalta 

Conference and discussed the type of governments that would be set up in Eastern Europe.  Both 

Churchill and Roosevelt agreed that Eastern Europe should be made up of capitalist governments, 

Stalin, on the other hand, had a much different plan. 

Capitalism vs. Communism 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What is capitalism?            

                

2. What is communism?            

                

3. What is the major difference between the two systems?      

               

                

4. What is one advantage and one disadvantage of capitalism?      

               

                

5. What is one advantage and one disadvantage of communism?     

               

                

Definition: a system under which 

the economy is characterized by 

private enterprise, competition 

between businesses, and the free 

market 

Definition: a system under which 

the government has complete 

control over the economy and 

people’s lives. 

Example: The United States – 

In the US people are free to 

own their own businesses, 

companies compete for 

consumers’ money through open 

competition. 

Example: The Soviet Union – In 

the Soviet Union the 

government controls and owns 

major businesses, there is no 

competition   
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Europe at the Start of the Cold War 
Directions: Use the map found on page 840 in the Academic textbook or page 792 in the Honors 

textbook. I have also included a map in case you DON’T have a textbook! 

1. Label all countries found on the map 

2. Color countries who are members of NATO (capitalist) in BLUE 

3. Color countries who are members of the Warsaw Pact (communist) in RED 

4. Neutral countries should remain WHITE/BLANK (do not color them in) 

5. Draw in the Iron Curtain in BLACK – this is the imaginary line that divided communist & 

capitalist countries in Europe during the Cold War. 

6. Color in the Map Key found at the bottom of the page 

7. You CANNOT abbreviate country names – draw arrows and write them in the water if you do 

not have room to write them inside the country’s borders. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

MAP KEY 

Communist (Warsaw Pact) =   Neutral Nations =  
Capitalist (NATO) =    Iron Curtain =  



 

Directions: Use this MAP to fill in your Map Activity. 

 

 You will need to DRAW IN the Iron Curtain on your map – it surrounds all of the nations 

that are Warsaw Pact Members 

 

 


